Celebrating the Festival of the Kuffar 


Ibn Taymiyyah rahimahullaah said in his commentary on the aayah: 

And those who do not witness falsehood (az-zoor). [Soorah al- 
Furqaan(25):72] 


Ibn Taymiyya said concerning this ayah in Sirat al-Mustaqim: "Abu Bakr said 
in Jami, that Ibn Sirin said: With those who do not witness falsehood (az- 
zoor) is meant Shaanin, the festival of the jews. (Yom Kippur). 

According the same sources Mujahid said, that the festivals and 
celebrations of the mushrikun are meant; Rabi ibn Anas shares the same 
opinion. (See: Ibn Kathir, Juz 3, 328-329) 

"According to one of the opinions Ikrimah the meaning of the ayah is: games 
and dances, which were costums of the jahiliyya." (Tafsir al-Qurtubi 13, 79- 
80) 


"According Qadi Abu Yala this ayah is a call to prohibition for participation 
on the celebrations and festivals of the mushriks. 

Abu Faraj al-Isfahani said, when he was reseracging the conditions with the 
Ahlu Dhimma, Dahhaq stated, that this expression means day of celebration 
of the mushriks. 

According to the same source Amr ibn Murra explained this ayah as 'they are 
not aiding the mushriks with their shirk and they don't gather with them. 

And Ata b. Yasar reminded at the saying of khalifa 'Umar (r.a.) when he 
explained this ayah: "Do not learn the lingo of the foreigners and do not enter 
the polytheists' churches on the days of their holidays for (Allah's) anger 
descends upon them." (Abdurrazzaq, al Musannaf 1, 411/1608, Babu Salat; 
Bayhaqi, Sunan al Kubra 9, 234; Kanz ul Ummal 3, 886/90341; Kanz ul 
Ummal 1, 405/1732) 


He said at the same place: 

"In addition to this has this ay at, which praises not to watch these ceremonies 
and festivals as visitor, due to his stil the attribute, that calls to personaly not 
to participate in this festivals. 

In addition to this, it (this ayah) says, that it is mandub, perhaps even makruh 
to watch this festivals. Because Allah ta'ala Himself calls this festivals 
falsehood. 

But saying only with the evidence of this ayah that it is haram to watch this 
kind of festivals as a spectator is difficult and leads to disscussions. Instead it 
is appropriate to take this ayah as evidence, that it is haram to participate at 
this kind of celebrations and festivals. Because Allah ta'ala calls this 
ceremonies az-zoor (falsehood, lies). 

Than he said: 

In this matter there is another evidence in the sunnah, reported in Bukhari 
and Muslim, from Aisha (r.a.). 

Aisha reported: Once my father Abu Bakr came to our house when two girls 
from the Ansar were beside me singing songs of Bu'ath. 

When my father Abu Bakr came and spoke to me harshly, saying, "Musical 
instruments of Shaytan near the Prophet?" 

The Prophet turned his face toward him and he said, "Ya Abu Bakr! Leave 
them alone. Every nation has their celebration, an indeed our celebration is 
this day." 

According another riwaya RasulAllah (saw) said: "Ya Abu Bakr! As every 
nation has its celebration, this is our celebration." 

According a riwaya from Bukhari and Muslim RasulAllah (saw) said to Abu 
Bakr: " Leave them alone, ya Abu Bakr! This are the days of 'Eid. These are 
the days of Mina." (Buhari, Path al Bari 3, 474, Hadis Nr. 987) 


Some of the conclusions from this hadith are: 

1 - The statement from RasulAllah (saw): "Every nation has their celebration, 
an indeed our celebration is this day" brings the condition, that every nation 
has its own celebration and this celebration belongs only to this nation. 

It's like the saying of Allah ta'ala: 

For every nation there is a direction to which they face. (al-Baqara 2/148) and 

To each among you. We have prescribded a law and a clear way. (al-Maida 
5/48) 


According to this ayahs every nation has its own law and clear way and 


shariah. So we can't share the celebrations with the jews and Christians, 
because they have their own celebrations, which are belonging solely to 
them, 

as we can't share their qiblas and sharias. Therefore we can't ask them to 
celebrate their festivals similar to our festivals. 

2 - The second conlusion is: 

The statement from RasulAllah (saw): "our celebration is this day" brings the 
condition, that the celebrations we celebrate are our celebrations only and 
that we don't participate on the celebrations from others. 


As regards the festivals of the Mushrikeen: they combine confusion, physical 
desires and falsehood, there is nothing in them that is of any religious benefit, 
and the instant gratification involved in them only ends up in pain. Thus they 
are falsehood, and witnessing them means attending them. 

This aayah itself praises and commends (those who do not witness falsehood), 
which has the meaning of urging people to avoid taking part in their festivals 
and other kinds of falsehood. We understand that it is bad to attend their 
festivals because they are called az-zoor (falsehood). 

It indicates that it is haraam to do this for many reasons, because Allaah has 
called it az-zoor. Allaah condemns the one who speaks falsehood (al-zoor) 
even if no-one else is harmed by it, as in the aayah forbidding zihaar (a form 
of divorce in which the man says to his wife. You are to me like the back of 
my mother), where He says: 

And verily, they utter an ill word and a lie (zooran) [Soorah al-Mujaadilah 
(58):2] 

And Allaah says: So shun the abomination of idols, andshun lying speech 
(false statements) (az-zoor). [Soorah al-Hajj (22):30] 

So the one who does az-zoor is condemned in this fashion. 

In the Sunnah, Anas Ibn Maalik (radiAllaahu anhu) said. The Messenger of 
Allaah (sal-Allaahu alayhe wa sallam) came (to Madeenah) and they had two 
days in which they would (relax and) play. He said. What are these two 
days? They said. We used to play (on these two days) during the Jaahiliyyah. 
The Messenger of Allaah (sal-Allaahu alayhe wa sallam) said, Allaah has 
given you something better instead of them: Yawm al-Duhaa (Eid al-Adha) 
and Yawm al-Fitr (Eid al-Fitr). [Reported by Abu Dawood] 

This indicates clearly that the Prophet (sal-Allaahu alayhe wa sallam) 
definitely forbade his Ummah to celebrate the festivals of the kuffaar, and he 
strove to wipe them out by all possible means. The fact that the religion of the 
People of the Book is accepted does not mean that their festivals are 


approved of or should be preserved by the Ummah, just as the rest of their 
kufr and sins are not approved of. 

Indeed, the Prophet (sal-Allaahu alayhe wa sallam) went to great lengths to 
command his Ummah to be different from them in many issues that are 
mubaah (permitted) and in many ways of worship, lest that lead them to be 
like them in other matters too. This being different was to be a barrier in all 
aspects, because the more different you are from the people of Hell, the less 
likely you are to do the acts of the people of Hell. 

The first of them is the hadeeth. Every people has its festival, and this is our 
festival. This hadeeth implies exclusivity, that every people have their own 
festival, as Allaah says: 

For every nation there is a direction to which they face (in their prayers) 

[Soorah al-Baqarah (2):148] 

And Allaah says: 

To each among you. We have prescribed a law and a clear way [Soorah al- 
Maaidah (5):48] 

This implies that each nation has its own ways. The laam in li-kulli (for every, 
to each) implies exclusivity. So if the Jews have a festival and the Christians 
have a festival, it is just for them, and we should not have any part in it, just 
as we do not share their qiblah (direction of prayer) or their laws. 

The second of them is one of the conditions set out by Umar Ibn al-Khattaab 
(radiAllaahu anhu) and agreed upon by the Sahaabah and by all the Fuqahaa 
after them is. Those of the People of the Book who have agreed to live under 
Islamic rule (Ahlul-Dhimmah) should not celebrate their festivals openly in 
Daar al-Islaam (lands under Islaamic rule). If the Muslims have agreed to 
prevent them from celebrating openly, how could it be right for the Muslims 
to celebrate them? 

If a Muslim celebrates them, is that not worse than if a kaafir does so openly? 
The only reason that we forbade them to celebrate their festivals openly is 
because of the corruption involved in them, because of the sin or symbols of 
sin. In either case, the Muslim is forbidden from sin or the symbols of sin. 
Even if there was no evil involved apart from the kaafir feeling encouraged to 
celebrate openly because of the Muslims actions, how can a Muslim do that? 
The evil involved (in their festivals) will be explained below, inshaa-Allaah. 

Al-Bayhaqee reported with a saheeh isnaad from Sufyaan al-Thawree from 
Thawr Ibn Yazeed from Ata Ibn Deenaar who said, Umar (radiAllaahu anhu) 
said. Do not learn the language of the non-Arabs, do not enter upon the 
mushrikeen in their churches on their feast-days, for the wrath (of Allaah) is 
descending upon them. [Baab karaahiyat al-dukhool ala ahl al-dhimmah fi 
kanaaisihim wal-tashabbuh bihim yawmi nawroozihim wa maharjaanihim 


(Chapter on the abhorrence of entering the churches of Ahlul-Dhimmah on 
the occasion of their New Year and other celebrations)] 

Umar Ibn al-Khattaab (radiAllaahu anhu) said. Avoid the enemies of Allaah 
on their festivals. It was reported with a saheeh isnaad from Abu Usaamah. 

Awn told us from Abul-Mugheerah from Abdullaah Ibn Amr (radiAllaahu 
anhu). Whoever lives in the land of the non-Arabs and celebrates their New 
Year and their festivals, and imitates them until he dies in that state, will be 
gathered with them on the Day of Resurrection. 

Umar (radiAllaahu anhu) forbade learning their languages, and even 
entering their churches on the day of their festival, so how about doing some 
of the things they do on those days, or doing things that area part of their 
religion? Is not going along with their actions worse than learning their 
language? Is not doing some of the things they do on their festival worse than 
just entering upon them? 

If divine wrath is descending upon them on the day of their festival because 
of what they do, then is not the one who does what they do, or a part of it, 
also exposed to the same punishment? Do not the words Avoid the enemies 
of Allaah on their festivals mean that we should not meet them or join them 
on those days? 

So how about the one who actually celebrates their festivals? 

Abdullaah ibn Amr clearly stated. Whoever lives in the land of the non-Arabs 
and celebrates their New Year and their festivals, and imitates them until he 
dies in that state, will be gathered with them on the Day of Resurrection. This 
implies that the one who joins in with them in all of these matters is a 
kaafir, or that doing this is one of the major sins (kabaair) that will doom one 
to Hell; the former meaning is what is apparent from the wording. He 
mentioned and Allaah knows best the one who lives in their land, because at 
the time of Abdullaah Ibn Amr and the other Sahaabah (radiAllaahu anhum 
ajmaeen), they used to forbid open celebration of kaafir festivals in the 
Muslim lands, and none of the Muslims imitated them in their festivals; that 
was possible only when living in the lands of the kaafirs. 

Alee (radiAllaahu anhu) refused to even acknowledge the name of their 
festivals which were exclusively theirs, so how about actually celebrating 
them? Ahmad rahimahullaah mentioned the meaning of the reports narrated 
from Umar and Alee (radiAllaahuanhumaa) on this topic, and his 
companions discussed the matter of festivals. Imaam Abul-Hasan al-Aamidi 
said, the one who is known as Ibn al-Baghdaadi said. It is permitted to attend 
the festivals of the Christians and Jews.[Umdat al-Haadir wa Kifaayat al- 
Musaafir] 

Ahmad stated this in the report of Muhannaa, and his evidence for that is the 


aayah. 

And those who do not witness falsehood(az-zoor) [Soorah al-Furqaan 
(25):72] 

He said, (This is) al-Shaneen and their festivals. He said. The Muslims are to 
be prevented from entering upon them in their synagogues and churches. 


The General Rule Concerning Celebrating 
the Festivals of the Disbelievers 

Ahmad Ibn Taymiyyah 


The Shariah ruling is that Muslims should not do any particular thing 
on the religious festivals of the disbelievers which they do not normally 
do in any other days. Rather, they should treat these days like any other 
ordinary day. The Prophet had prohibited his Companions from sports 
and enjoyment on two particular days on which the pre-Islamic Arabs 
used to hold sports. 

Likewise, he forbade them to sacrifice their animals at the places where 
the polytheists used to celebrate their festivals. 

The disbelievers celebrate with much pomp and show a festival on 25th 
December in the belief that it is the birthday of Prophet Jesus (upon 
whom be peace). The rituals associated with Christmas, for example, 
lighting fire, preparing sweet dishes, etc. are undesirable. It is an article 
of faith with Christians that it is a holy day. This view does not have any 
basis in Islam. This festival is not reported in the days of our pious 
predecessors. In later days, Muslims appear to have borrowed it from 
the Christians. 

Christians celebrate another religious festival in memory of Jesus's 
baptism. In immitating them some ignorant Muslim women take their 
children to public baths and believe that it is especially good for 
children. This is a Christian belief and Muslims are forbidden to 
entertain it. The same holds true for Persian festivals of Nau and Roz 
and other festivals of the disbelievers. 


Innovated Festivals and Fairs 


To the same category belong all such festivals and fairs which have been 
innovated. All of them are evil and undesirable. Muslims are prohibited 
from joining these religious festivals of the People of the Book and other 
disbelievers on two grounds; first, it represents a resemblance to the 
disbelievers and secondly, these are acts of innovation. All such festivals 
and fairs which have come into vogue as a result of innovation are to be 
treated in the same way, whether these resemble the practise of the 
disbelievers or not. 


A Compact Ruling 

All these fall under the category of innovation, as is evident from Jabir's 
report, cited by Muslim, that the Prophet used to deliver his sermon 
with the opening statement: 

"The best word is the Book of Allaah and the best way is that of 
Muhammad. The worst deed is innovation (in the religion) and each 
innovation is error." There is an additional remark in Nasaai's narration 
to the effect: "Each error leads to Hell." 

On the authority of Ayesha (radhiyallaahu ’anhaa), it is reported in 
Sahih al-Bukhaari that the Prophet said: 

"Whoever does an act which is not in agreement with our faith, such an 
act is rejected." 

There is another report similar import: 

"Whoever invents something in our faith which does not originally exist, 
he has nothing to do with us." 

Acording to Arbad Ibn Saariyah (radhiyallaahhu ’anhu), the Prophet 
said: 

"Whoever survives me will observe many differences. However, you 
should follow my Sunnah and that of my rightly-guided Caliphs; 
adhere to it firmly. Beware! Avoid innovation, for every innovation is 
astray." 

This lays down a compact rule, derived from Sunnah and consensus 
(Ijmaa') of this Ummah, and above all, from the Qur'aan, Allaah says: 

"Or have they partners with Allaah who have instituted for them a 
religion which Allaah has not allowed?" (Al-Shoora, 42:21) 


The ruling on Muslims participating in 
Christians and jews holidays 

Ibn Taymiyyah 
al-Fatawaa al-Misriyyah, 517 


The ruling on Muslims participating in their (christians and jews) 
holidays, in coloring eggs, coloring animals, lighting incense, giving 
money and making food ... the ruling for this does need a question. In 
fact, some Hanafi and Maliki scholars said that this was kufr. 

Other scholars said: whoever slaughters a watermelon on their holidays 
in just as if he slaughtered a pig. 

A Muslim is not to specify their Thursday (holiday) in cooking rice, 
lentels, colored eggs, wearing new clothes, coloring animals. Imitating 
them in some of their festivals... the Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allaah be upon him) said: "Whoever imitates a people is one of them." 

Ibn Taymiyah said in his book Iqtidaa' al-siraat al-mustaqeem 
mukhaalifat ashaab al-jaheem: "Imitating them in some of their festivals 
implies that one is pleased with their false beliefs and practices, and 
gives them the hope that they may have the opportunity to humiliate 
and mislead the weak." 

Ibn Taymiyah said: Whoever gives a gift to the Muslims during these 
festivals unlike what he usually at other times, his gift should not be 
accepted, especially if the gift is something that helps in imitating them, 
such as giving candles etc at Christmas, or giving eggs, m ilk and lambs 
on Maundy Thursday which comes at the end of their fast (i.e., the end 
of Lent). Similarly, no gift should be given to a Muslim at the time of 
these festivals because of the festival, especially if it is something that 
helps in imitating them, as we have mentioned. End quote from Iqtida' 
al-Siraat al-Mustaqeem (1/227) 


Ibn Taymiyah said: As for accepting a gift from them on the day of their 
festival, we have quoted above that 'Ali ibn Abi Taalib was brought a 
gift on the occasion of Nawrooz and he accepted it. 


Ibn Abi Shaybah narrated that a woman asked 'Aa'ishah: We have some 
wet nurses from among the Magians, and they have a festival on which 
they bring us gifts. She said: As for what is slaughtered for that day, do 
not eat it, but eat from their vegetables. 

It was narrated from Abu Barzah that he had some Magian neighbours 
who used to bring him gifts on the occasion of Nawrooz and Mahrjaan, 
and he used to say to his family: Whatever is of fruits, eat it, and 
whatever is otherwise, reject it. 

All of this indicates that the festival does not make it forbidden to accept 
their gifts, rather the ruling is the same whether it is their festival or not, 
because that does not involve helping them with the symbols of their 
kufr. 


Then he pointed out that meat slaughtered by a kitaabi (Jew or 
Christian) is halaal except that which is slaughtered for their festivals, 
which it is not permissible to eat. He said (may Allaah have mercy on 
him): It is only permissible to eat of the food of the people of the Book, 
during their festivals that which has not been slaughtered for the 
festival, whether it is bought or received as a gift. As for meat 
slaughtered by the Magians, the ruling on that is well known, and it is 
haraam according to all. As for that which is slaughtered by the people 
of the Book for their festivals and that which they slaughter as an act of 
worship to draw close to anything other than Allaah, as the Muslims 
offer sacrifices as an act of worship to draw closer to Allaah, namely as 
that which they sacrifice to the Messiah, two views have been narrated 
from Ahmad concerning that, the most well known of which in his texts 
is that it is not permissible to eat it even if the name of something other 
than Allaah has not been mentioned over it. The prohibition on that was 
narrated from 'Aa'ishah and 'Abd-Allaah ibn 'Umar ... End quote from 
Iqtida' al-Siraat al-Mustaqeem 1/251 


Participation in Halloween, 
birthdays, Christmas etc 


Question: 

Is it permissible for Muslims to celebrate or participate in holidays such as 
Halloween, birthdays, and Christmas functions? 


Answer: 

The Prophet (sallallaahu 'alaihi wa sallam) made it very clear that in Islam 
there are two festivals or holidays. These are the Bid festivals. The 
celebrations and holidays of a people are among the actions that most 
distinguish one people from another. 

In a Hadith in Sunan Abu Dawud, the Messenger of Allah (sallallaahu 'alaihi 
wa sallam) said, "Whoever imitates (or resembles) a people is one of them." 
Therefore, it is not allowed for Muslims to participate in the holidays or 
celebrations of the non-Muslims. 

Ibn Taimiyya wrote in Iqtidha al-Sirat al-Mustaqeem (vol.l, p.470), "There 
are a number of points that must be considered when discussing (the non- 
Muslims') festivals and holidays. First, festivals and holidays are from the 
wide range of laws, ways, and rites that Allah (Subhaanu wa ta'ala) describes 
in the verse, 'For every nation We have established rites that they follow,' 
such as facing the Qiblah, prayer and fasting. 

There is no difference between joining them in their festivals and joining 
them in their other rites. Agreeing to their holiday is agreeing to infidelity 
(Kufr), and agreeing to some minor aspects (of their religion) is like agreeing 
to a branch of infidelity. 

In fact, the holidays and festivals are one of the major items that distinguishes 
their customs and laws, and are one of the most obvious of their rites. 
Agreeing to it is agreeing to one of the most specific of the acts of infidelity 
and one of the most blazon of their rituals. 

There is no doubt that agreeing to or being in accord with something of that 
nature can only lead to apostasy, in general, given its conditions." 

Indeed, beyond that, the scholars have even stated that it is not allowed for 
Muslims to congratulate the non-Muslims on their holidays or festivals. Ibn 
al-Qayyim in Ahkam Ahl al-Dhimma (vol. 1 , p. 205) writes, 

"Giving congratulations on the special events that are specific to the 
disbelievers, such as congratulating them on their holidays by saying, 
"Blessed holiday for you," or other similar greetings, is considered forbidden by 
the agreement of the scholars. Fven if the one who states it is free from any 
aspect of apostasy, it is still a forbidden act and it is the same as 
congratulating them upon their prostrations to the crucifix. 

In fact, that is one of the greatest sins in Allah's (Subhaanu wa ta'ala) sight. 
That is a greater sin than congratulating them for drinking wine, having 
illegal sexual intercourse and so on. 

Many of them who are not very religious do such things and they do not 
know how evil what they are doing really is. Whoever congratulates another 


human for any sin, heresy, or act of apostasy has exposed himself to the 
punishment and anger of Allah (Subhaanu wa ta'ala). 

The pious people from the early scholars would avoid congratulating the 
oppressors when they received positions of authority or the ignorant when 
they were given judicial or teaching positions in order to avoid the 
punishment of Allah (Subhaanu wa ta'ala) and falling from His Grace. 

If a person would be compelled to go to such people to repel any evil that he 
expected from him, only to speak well to him and to ask Allah (Subhaanu wa 
ta'ala) to guide him, there is nothing wrong with that." 

Ibn al-Qayyim has included a beneficial section mentioning the opinions of 
the scholars concerning this matter (Ahkam Ahl al-Dhikmma, vol. 2, p. 722). 

It shall be reproduced here with some abridgment: "In the same way that is 
not allowed for them to publicly (celebrate their holidays), it is not allowed 
for the Muslims to assist them for the holidays or to help them or to attend 
(their ceremonies) with them according to the agreement of the people of 
knowledge. 

In fact, the jurists who follow the four legal schools have made this clear in 
their books. 

Abu al-Qasim al-Tabari wrote, 'It is not allowed for Muslims to attend their 
(the disbelievers') holidays and festivals because they are a type of evil 
falsehood. If the people of good mix with the people of evil without putting 
an end to what they are doing then they become like those who are pleased 
and influenced by the evil. And we fear falling into Allah's (Subhaanu wa 
ta'ala) anger because of their gathering.'" 

Then he stated relying on Abu Hatim's narration, that Amir ibn Murra said 
about the verse, "Those who do not witness falsehood," that "they do not 
assist the pope of idolatry in their idolatry nor do they associate with them." 

And al-Baihaqi recorded with a Sahih chain that Umar ibn al-Khattab said, 
"Do not learn the lingo of the foreigners and do not enter the polytheists' 
churches on the days of their holidays for (Allah's) anger descends upon 
them." 

And he also recorded with a Sahih chain that Abdullah ibn Umar stated, 
"Whoever stays in the lands of the foreigners and celebrates their New Year's 
Days (of the festivals of the disbelievers) and behaves like them until he dies, 
he shall be resurrected with them on the Day of Resurrection." 

And ibn al-Qayyim said, "Ibn al-Qasim disliked for a Muslim to give a 
Christian a present during his (the Christian's) holiday; he considered this 


action as honoring his (the Christian's) holiday and assisting him in disbelief. 
In the same way, it is forbidden for Muslims to sell Christians anything they 
may use in their holidays of meat, blood, or clothing, nor should he loan him 
an animal to ride on, nor help him with anything concerning his festival 
because all of that would be a way of dignifying their idolatry and helping 
them in their Kufr. It is a must for the rulers to prevent Muslims from doing 
such deeds. This is the opinion of Malik and others. And I do not know of 
any difference of opinion concerning this matter." 

These are his words from al-Wadhiha. And in the books of the students of 
Abu Hanifa it states, "Whoever gives them a present, during their holidays, 
of a watermelon, meaning by that to honor their holiday has committed act of 
Kufr (apostasy)." 


Greeting The Kuffaar On Their Festivals 


Greeting the kuffaar on Christmas and other religious holidays of theirs is 
haraam (forbidden), by consensus, as Ibn al-Qayyim said, 

"Congratulating the kuffaar on the rituals that belong only to them is 
haraam by consensus, as is congratulating them on their festivals and fasts 
by saying 'A happy festival to you' or 'May you enjoy your festival,' and 
so on. If the one who says this has been saved from kufr, it is still 
forbidden. It is like congratulating someone for prostrating to the cross, or 
even worse than that. It is as great a sin as congratulating someone for 
drinking wine, or murdering someone, or having illicit sexual relations, 
and so on. Many of those who have no respect for their religion fall into 
this error; they do not realize the offensiveness of their actions. Whoever 
congratulates a person for his disobedience or bid'ah or kufr exposes 
himself to the wrath and anger of Allaah" lAhkaam Ahl al-Dhimmahl 

Congratulating the kuffaar on their religious festivals is haraam to the 
extent described by Ibn al-Qayyim because it implies that one accepts or 
approves of their rituals of kufr, even if one would not accept those things 
for oneself. But the Muslim should not accept the rituals of kufr or 
congratulate anyone else for them, because Allaah does not accept any of 
that at all, as He says, 

"If you disbelieve, then verily, Allaah is not in need of you. He likes not 
disbelief for His slaves. And if you are grateful (by being believers). He is 
pleased therewith for you..." tSoorah az-Zumar 39:71 

"...This day, I have perfected your religion for you, completed My favour 
upon you, and have chosen for you Islaam as your religion..." tSoorah al- 


Maa'idah 5:3] 


So congratulating them is forbidden, whether they are one's colleagues at 
work or otherwise. 

If they greet us on the occasion of their festivals, we should not respond, 
because these are not our festivals, and because they are not festivals 
which are acceptable to Allaah. These festivals are innovations in their 
religions, and even those which may have been prescribed formerly have 
been abrogated by the religion of Islaam, with which Allaah sent 
Muhammad (saws) to the whole of mankind. Allaah says, 

"Whoever seeks a religion other than Islaam, it will never be accepted of 
him, and in the Hereafter he will be one of the losers." [Soorah Aal 
'Imraan 3:85] 

It is haraam for a Muslim to accept invitations on such occasions, because 
this is worse than congratulating them as it implies taking part in their 
celebrations. 

Similarly, Muslims are forbidden to imitate the kuffaar by having parties 
on such occasions, or exchanging gifts, or giving out sweets or food, or 
taking time off work, etc., because the Prophet (saws) said, 

"Whoever imitates a people is one of them." [Narrated by Abu Daawood 
in al-Libaas, hadeeth 3512] 

Ibn Taymiyyah said, 

"Imitating them in some of their festivals implies that one is pleased with 
their false beliefs and practices, and gives them the hope that they may 
have the opportunity to humiliate and mislead the weak." [Iqtidaa' al- 
Siraat al-Mustaqeem Mukhaalifat Ashaab al-Jaheem] 

Whoever does anything of this sort is a sinner, whether he does it out of 
politeness or to be friendly, or because he is too shy to refuse, or for 
whatever other reason, because this is hypocrisy in Islaam, and because it 
makes the kuffaar feel proud of their religion. 

Allaah is the One Whom we ask to make the Muslims feel proud of their 
religion, to help them adhere steadfastly to it, and to make them victorious 
over their enemies, for He is the Strong and Omnipotent. 


Ways In Which We Must Avoid The 
Festivals Of The Disbelievers 


1. Avoid doing the same things that they do. Some Muslims may not be able 
to be present at the festivals of the disbelievers, but they do the same things 
as they do. This is also a part of the imitation which blameworthy and 
forbidden. Ibn Taymiyyah said: 'Tt is not permissible for the Muslims to 
imitate them in any part of the things that are exclusively part of their 
festivals, whether it be food, dress, bathing, lighting fires or changing their 
habits with regard to daily living, acts of worship, etc. It is not permissible to 
give a feast or give gifts or sell items that will help them to do that for that 
purpose, or to allow children and others to do any of that, whether it is 
playing, wearing new clothes etc. in conclusion, they should not make that 
day special by adopting any of their rituals; for the Muslims, the day of the 
Kaafirs' festival should be like any other day." (Majmoo' al-Fataawa, 52/923) 

Ath-Thahabi said: "If the Christians or the Jews have a festival that is 
exclusively theirs, the Muslims should not join them in that, just as they do 
not join them in their laws or their direction of prayer." (Tashabbuh al- 
Khasess bi Ahl al-Khamees, in al-Hikmah magazine, p. 391) 

Ibn at-Turkmaani al-Hanafi mentioned some of the things that some 
Muslims did on the occasion of Christian festivals, such as spending more 
than usual and taking the family out, then he said: "Some of the Hanafi 
scholars said, whoever does any of the things mentioned here and does not 
repent, is a Kaafir like them." 

One of the companions of Maalik said: "Whoever cuts up a watermelon on 
the day of Nawrooz, it is as if he sacrificed a pig." (al-Lam' fi'l-Hawaadith 
waT-Bida', 1/492) 

2. Avoiding using the means of transportation that they use to go to their 
festivals 

Maalik, may Allaah have mercy on him, said: "It is Makrooh to travel with 
them in the boats which they use to go to their festivals, because the divine 
wrath and curse is descending upon them." (al-Hawaadith waT-Bida', 1/492) 

Ibn al-Qaasim, may Allaah have mercy on him, was asked about travelling in 
the boats which the Christians travelled in to attend their festivals. He 
regarded that as Makrooh, fearing the descent of divine wrath upon them for 
the Shirk (polytheism) which they agreed upon. (Al-Iqtidaa', 2/625) 


3. Not giving them gifts or helping them to celebrate their festivals by either 


selling or buying. Abu Hafs al-Hanafi said: ''Whoever gives an egg to a Kaafir 
out of respect for that day has disbelieved in Allaah, may He be exalted." 

(Path al-Baari by Ibn Hajar al-'Asqalaani, 2/315) 

Ibn Taymiyyah said: "Ibn al-Qaasim regarded it as Makrooh for a Muslim to 
give a Christian anything on the occasion of his festival to congratulate him. 
He saw that as respecting their festival and helping them in their Kufr. Do 
you not see that it is not permissible for the Muslims to sell anything to the 
Christians that helps them to celebrate their festival? No meat, no food, no 
dress. They should not loan their riding-beasts to them or help them in any 
way with their festival, because that is like honoring their Shirk and helping 
them with their Kufr. The authorities should prevent Muslims from doing 
this. This is the view of Maalik and others, and I do not know of any 
dissenting opinion on this point." (2/625-725) 

Ibn at-Turkmaani said: "The Muslim is sinning if he sits with them or helps 
them to slaughter animals or cook food, or he lends them a riding-beast to 
take them to their celebrations or festivals." (al-Lama' fi al-Hawaadith, 1/492) 


4. Not helping the Muslim who wants to imitate them in their festivals to do 
so. Ibn Taymiyyah said: "Just as we should not imitate them in their festivals, 
so too we should not help the Muslim who wants to imitate them to do so. It 
is forbidden to so this. If a person issues an invitation on the occasion of their 
festivals that he would not ordinarily do, his invitation should not be 
accepted. If a Muslim gives a gift on this occasion that he would not 
ordinarily give at any other time, his gift should not be accepted, especially if 
it is something that would help a person to imitate them, as we have already 
stated. A Muslim should not sell anything that could help Muslims to imitate 
them in their celebrations, such as food, clothing and so on, because be doing 
so he is helping them in sin." (Al-Iqtidaa', 2/915-025) 


5. Not congratulating them on the occasion of their festivals. Ibn al-Qayyim 
said: "As for congratulating them for the symbols of Kufr that belong 
exclusively to them, this is Haraam according to scholarly consensus, such as 
congratulating them for their festivals and fasts, and saying, 'A blessed 
festival to you' and the like. Even though the person who says this might not 
become a disbeliever by saying this, it is still forbidden, and it is the same as 
congratulating them for prostrating to the cross. Indeed, it is an even greater 
sin with Allaah and is more hated by Him than congratulating them for 
drinking wine, killing people and committing adultery, and so on. Many of 
those who do not care about religion do this, and do not realize how 
abhorrent their actions are. Whoever congratulates a person for his sin. 
Bid'ah (innovation) or Kufr exposes himself to the wrath and anger of Allaah. 
The pious scholars used to avoid congratulating the tyrants when they were 
appointed to official positions, or congratulating the ignorant when they were 


appointed as Qaadhis, teachers or Muftis, because they sought to avoid the 
wrath and anger of Allaah." (Ahkaam Ahl ath-Thimmah, 1/144-244) 

Congratulating the disbelievers on the occasion of their religious festivals is 
Haraam as Ibn al-Qayyim stated, because this implies approval of their 
rituals and beliefs of Kufr. Even if a person does not accept this Kufr for 
himself, it is still Haraam for a Muslim to approve of the rituals of Kufr for 
someone else or to congratulate someone else for them, because Allaah The 
Almighty does not approve of this. Allaah The Almighty Says (what means): 
{If you disbelieve, then verily, Allaah is not in need of you; He likes not 
disbelief for His slaves. And if you are grateful [by being believers]. He is 
pleased therewith for you.} [Qur'aan 39:7] 

{This day, I have perfected your religion for you, completed My Favor upon 
you, and have chosen for you Islam as your religion.) [Qur'aan 5:3] 

Congratulating them for that is Haraam, whether they are taking part with 
them in that or not. If they congratulate us on the occasion of their festival, 
we should not respond, because it is not our festival and because these are 
festivals with which Allaah The Almighty is not pleased, as they are either 
innovated in their religions, or they are prescribed, but they (their religions) 
have been abrogated by the religion of Islam, with which Allaah The 
Almighty sent Muhammad, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, to all of 
humankind. And Allaah Says concerning Islam (what means): [And whoever 
seeks a religion other than Islam, it will never be accepted of him, and in the 
Hereafter he will be one of the losers.) [Qur'aan 3:85] 

It is Haraam for a Muslim to accept an invitation on these occasions, because 
this is worse than merely congratulating them, since it involves joining in 
with them. Anyone who does any of these things is a sinner, whether he does 
it just to be friendly, or because he likes them, or because he is too shy to do 
otherwise, or for any other reason, because it is a kind of hypocrisy in the 
religion of Allaah the Almighty and is a way of making the disbelievers feel 
stronger and making them proud of their religion. 


Question: 

What if a Muslim wants to celebrate like they do, but he does it a few days 
before or after their festival, so that he is not imitating them? 

Answer: 

This is a kind of imitation and is therefore Haraam, because the prohibition of 
a thing, and the prohibition of celebrating their festivals also covers the days 
before and after the festival itself, when they do things that have to do with it. 
The prohibition also covers the places in which they do things that have to do 
with their festivals etc. The ruling on these things is the same as the ruling on 
the festival itself. These things should not be done, even if some people avoid 


doing any of these things on the days of their festival such as the Thursday 
(what is referred to here is Maundy Thursday or the Day of Ascension, which 
is one of the rituals of Easter for the Christians, who call it the Great 
Thursday) or Christmas, but they tell their families, I will do this for you next 
week or next month, and their motive is the fact that the disbelievers' festival 
is happening, otherwise they would not have done it at all. This is also one of 
the things meant by imitation, (see: Al- Iqtidaa', 2/315) 


6. Avoid using their words and religious terminology. If it is forbidden to 
learn their languages unnecessarily for fear of resembling them, then using 
the names they give to their festivals and rituals is even more forbidden. This 
is like using the word "'Mahrajaan" to describe any large gathering, because 
this is the name of a religious festival of the Persians. 

Al-Bayhaqi, may Allaah have mercy on him, narrated that 'Ali, may Allaah 
be pleased with him, was given a gift for Nawrooz and he said: "What is 
this?" They said: "O Ameer al-Mu'mineen (Leader of the Believers), this is the 
day of Nawrooz." He, may Allaah be pleased with him, said: "Then make 
every day Fayrooz!" Abu Usaamah said: "He, may Allaah be pleased with 
him, did not even want to say 'Nawrooz.'" (Reported by Al-Bayhaqi in as- 
Sunan al-Kubraa, 9/532) 

Ibn Taymiyyah said: "'Ali, may Allaah be pleased with him, did not even 
want to say the same name as they gave to their own festival, so how about 
doing the same things?" (Al-Iqtidaa', 1/954) 

We have already stated that this is not an Arabic term; the Arabic language is 
rich enough not to need such words, and has better words that can be used. 


Accepting a gift from a kaafir 
on the day of his festival 


Question: 

My neighbour is an American Christian, and she and her family brought me 
a gift when it was Christmas. I could not refuse the gift, lest she be offended. 
Can I accept this gift, as the Messenger (peace and blessings of Allaah be 
upon him) accepted gifts from kaafirs? 

Answer: 


Firstly: The basic principle is that it is permissible to accept gifts from kaafirs, 
so as to soften their hearts and make Islam attractive to them, as the Prophet 




(peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) accepted gifts from some of the 
kaafirs, such as the gift of al-Muqawqis etc. 

Al-Bukhaari gave a chapter in his Saheeh, the title of: Accepting gifts from the 
mushrikeen. He (may Allaah have mercy on him) said: Abu Hurayrah (may 
Allaah have mercy on him) said, narrating from the Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allaah be upon him): "Ibraaheem (peace be upon him) migrated 
with Saarah and entered a city in which there was a king or a tyrant, and he 
said: 'Give her Haajar (as a gift)."' 

And the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) was given as a 
gift a (roast) sheep in which there was poison. 

Abu Humayd said: The king of Aylah gave the Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allaah be upon him) a white mule and a cloak, and wrote to him. 

And he mentioned the story of the Jewish woman and her gift of a poisoned 
sheep to the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him). 

Secondly: It is permissible for a Muslim to give gifts to kaafirs and mushriks, 
with the aim of softening their hearts towards Islam, especially if they are 
relatives or neighbours. 'Umar (may Allaah be pleased with him) gave a 
hullah (suit) to his mushrik brother in Makkah, as was narrated by al- 

Bukhaari (2619) 

But it is not permissible to give a kaafir a gift on the day of one of his 
festivals, because that is regarded as approving of or participating in 
celebration of the false festival. If the gift is something that will help in 
celebrating the festival, such as food, candles and the like, then it is even 
more haraam, and some of the scholars are of the view that this is kufr. 

Al-Zayla'i said in Tabyeen al-Haqaa'iq (6 / 228): Giving gifts on the occasion 
of Nayrooz and Mahrjaan [two non-Islamic Persian festivals] is not 
permissible, i.e., giving gifts on these two days is haraam, and is in fact kufr. 

Abu Hats and Kabeer said: If a man were to worship Allaah for fifty years, 
then on the day of Nayrooz he were to give an egg as a gift to one of the 
mushrikeen, intending thereby to venerate that day, he would have 
committed kufr and his good deeds would be cancelled out. 

The author of al-Jaami' al-Asghar said: If he gives a gift to another Muslim on 
the day of Nayrooz, not intending thereby to venerate that day, but it is the 
habit of some people to give gifts on that day, then this is not regarded as 
kufr. But he should not do it on that particular day; he should do it before or 
after, so that he will not be imitating those people. The Messenger of Allaah 
(peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: "Whoever imitates a 
people is one of them." 


It says in al-Jaami' al-Asghar: A man bought something on the day of 
Nayrooz which he did not buy before that. If he intended thereby to venerate 
that day as the mushrikoon venerate it, then he has committed kufr, but if he 
wanted to eat or drink or enjoy himself, then he has not committed kufr. End 
quote. 

It says in al-Taaj wa'I-Ikleel (a Maaliki book - 4/319): Ibn al-Qaasim regarded 
it as makrooh to give a gift to a Christian on the occasion of his festival, or to 
give palm leaves to a Jew on his festivals. End quote. 

It says in al-Iqnaa', which is a Hanbali book: It is haraam to attend the 
festivals of the Jews and Christians and to sell them things or give them gifts 
on the occasion of their festivals. 

Moreover it is not permissible for a Muslim to give a gift to another Muslim 
because of this festival, as stated above when quoting the Hanafi view. 

Ibn Taymiyah said: Whoever gives a gift to the Muslims during these 
festivals unlike what he usually usually at other times, his gift should not be 
accepted, especially if the gift is something that helps in imitating them, such 
as giving candles etc at Christmas, or giving eggs, milk and Iambs on 
Maundy Thursday which comes at the end of their fast (i.e., the end of Lent). 
Similarly, no gift should be given to a Muslim at the time of these festivals 
because of the festival, especially if it is something that helps in imitating 
them, as we have mentioned. End quote from Iqtida' al-Siraat al-Mustaqeem 
1/227 


Thirdly: With regard to accepting a gift from a kaafir on the day of his 
festival, there is nothing wrong with that, and that is not regarded as 
participating in it or approving of it, rather it should be accepted as an act of 
kindness, with the aim of softening his heart and calling him to Islam. 

Allaah has permitted kindness and fair treatment towards the kaafir who is 
not fighting the Muslims, as He says (interpretation of the meaning): ''Allaah 
does not forbid you to deal justly and kindly with those who fought not 
against you on account of religion nor drove you out of your homes. Verily, 
Allaah loves those who deal with equity" [al-Mumtahanah 60:81 

But kindness and fair treatment does not mean friendship and love, because 
it is not permitted to take a kaafir as a friend or love him. Allaah says 
(interpretation of the meaning): "You (O Muhammad) will not find any 
people who believe in Allaah and the Last Day, making friendship with those 
who oppose Allaah and His Messenger (Muhammad), even though they 
were their fathers or their sons or their brothers or their kindred (people). For 
such He has written Faith in their hearts, and strengthened them with Rooh 


(proofs, light and true guidance) from Himself. And He will admit them to 
Gardens (Paradise) under which rivers flow, to dwell therein (forever). 
Allaah is pleased with them, and they with Him. They are the party of 
Allaah. Verily, it is the party of Allaah that will be the successful" [al- 
Mujaadilah 58:22] 

"O you who believe! Take not My enemies and your enemies (i.e. disbelievers 
and polytheists) as friends, showing affection towards them, while they have 
disbelieved in what has come to you of the truth" [al-Mumtahanah 60:1] 

"O you who believe! Take not as (your) Bitaanah (advisors, consultants, 
protectors, helpers, friends) those outside your religion (pagans, Jews, 
Christians, and hypocrites) since they will not fail to do their best to corrupt 
you. They desire to harm you severely. Hatred has already appeared from 
their mouths, but what their breasts conceal is far worse. Indeed We have 
made plain to you the Ayaat (proofs, evidences, verses) if you understand" 
[Aal 'Imraan 3:118] 

"And incline not toward those who do wrong, lest the Fire should touch you, 
and you have no protectors other than Allaah, nor you would then be 
helped" [Hood 12:113] 

"O you who believe! Take not the Jews and the Christians as Awliyaa' 
(friends, protectors, helpers), they are but Awliyaa' of each other. And if any 
amongst you takes them (as Awliyaa'), then surely, he is one of them. Verily, 
Allaah guides not those people who are the Zaalimoon (polytheists and 
wrongdoers and unjust)" [al-Maa'idah 5:51] 

And there is other evidence which indicates that it is kufr to take a kaafir as a 
friend or love him. 

Ibn Taymiyah said: As for accepting a gift from them on the day of their 
festival, we have quoted above that 'Ali ibn Abi Taalib was brought a gift on 
the occasion of Nayrooz and he accepted it. 

Ibn Abi Shaybah narrated that a woman asked 'Aa'ishah: We have some wet 
nurses from among the Magians, and they have a festival on which they 
bring us gifts. She said: As for what is slaughtered for that day, do not eat it, 
but eat from their vegetables. 

It was narrated from Abu Barzah that he had some Magian neighbours who 
used to bring him gifts on the occasion of Nayrooz and Mahrjaan, and he 
used to say to his family: Whatever is of fruits, eat it, and whatever is 
otherwise, reject it. 

All of this indicates that the festival does not make it forbidden to accept their 
gifts, rather the ruling is the same whether it is their festival or not, because 


that does not involve helping them with the symbols of their kufr. 

Then he pointed out that meat slaughtered by a kitaabi (Jew or Christian) is 
halaal except that which is slaughtered for their festivals, which it is not 
permissible to eat. He said: It is only permissible to eat of the food of the 
people of the Book, during their festivals that which has not been slaughtered 
for the festival, whether it is bought or received as a gift. As for meat 
slaughtered by the Magians, the ruling on that is well known, and it is 
haraam according to all. As for that which is slaughtered by the people of the 
Book for their festivals and that which they slaughter as an act of worship to 
draw close to anything other than Allaah, as the Muslims offer sacrifices as an 
act of worship to draw closer to Allaah, namely as that which they sacrifice to 
the Messiah, two views have been narrated from Ahmad concerning that, the 
most well known of which in his texts is that it is not permissible to eat it 
even if the name of something other than Allaah has not been mentioned 
over it. The prohibition on that was narrated from 'Aa'ishah and 'Abd-Allaah 
ibn 'Umar ... End quote from Iqtida' al-Siraat al-Mustaqeem (1/251) 


Conclusion: 

It is permissible for you to accept the gift from your Christian neighbour on 
the day of their festival, subject to the following conditions: 

1 - This gift should not be meat that has been slaughtered for the festival. 

2 - It should not be something that may be used to help in imitating them on 
the day of their festival, such as candles, eggs, palm leaves etc. 

3 - You should explain to your children the belief in al-wala' waT-bara' 
(loyalty and friendship vs. disavowal and enmity), lest a love of this festival 
or a fondness for the giver be instilled in their hearts. 

4 - The gift should be accepted with the aim of softening her heart and calling 
her to Islam, not with friendship and love. 

If the gift is something that it is not permissible to accept, then the refusal to 
accept it should be accompanied by an explanation of why it is being refused, 
such as saying, "Wc only refused your gift because it is meat that was slaughtered 
for the festival, and it is not permissible for us to eat it, or these things are only 
accepted by those who are taking part in the celebrations, and we do not celebrate this 
festival, because it is not part of our religion, and it involves beliefs that we do not 
believe in ” and so on, which is a starting point for calling them to Islam and 
explaining the danger of the kufr that they follow. 

The Muslim should be proud of his religion and apply its rulings, and he 
should not give them up out of shyness or to impress anyone, for Allaah is 
more deserving of us feeling shy before Him 


Celebrating the Islamic festivals 
with mushrikeen 


Unto here we have discussed the issues of participation, congratulation, 
celebration, greeting and exchanging gifts on the days of the festivals of the 
kuffar. As it has been seen most of it is haraam, some of it even is kufr. But 
how is the hukm of participation, congratulation, celebration, greeting and 
exchanging gifts on the days of the festivals of the muslims with kuffar who 
are believing that they are muslims? 

First of all we have to look at the meaning of 'Bid and than distinguish the 
different kind of festivals and celebrations. 

'Bid is a day in which there is a gathering. The word being derived from 
'aada-ya 'oodu he returned, he is returning, as if they are returning to it i.e. 
'Bid. 

It is also said that the word is derived from 'aadah custom/habit, because 
they have become accustomed to it. 

The plural of it being 'Ayaad. It is also said: '"Ayaadal Muslimoon" the 
Muslims celebrate 'Bid, meaning they witnessed their 'Bid. 

Ibn-ul- 'Arabee said: '"Bid was named 'Bid because it returns every year with 
renewed happiness." 

Ibn 'Aabideen said: '"Bid was titled by this name because in it is the 
customary beneficence of Allaah, the Most High, i.e. various forms of 
kindness that return, everyday upon His servants. From these are: "Fitr" 
(eating) after food had been prohibited, Sadaqatul-Fitr, completion of the Hajj 
by the Tawaf of visiting, the meat from the sacrifices and many other acts. 
Also because the custom in 'Bid is joy, happiness, cheer fulness and 
gladness." 

Bvery people, every nation has their festivals and celebrations as we can see 
in this hadith. 

The Messenger of Allah said “Bvery nation has their celebration, an indeed 
our celebration is this day." (Bukhari, Muslim, An-Nasai) 

In Islam, there are two 'Bids, as stated in this hadith. 

Anas Ibn Maalik (ra) said: The Messenger of Allah (saw) came (to Madinah) 
and they had two days in which they would (relax and) play. He said: What 


are these two days? They said: We used to play (on these two days) during 
the jahiliyyah. The Messenger of Allah (saw) said: "Allah has given you 
something better instead of them: Yawm al-Duhaa (Bid al-Adha) and Yawm 
al-Fitr (Bid al-Fitr)." (Abu Dawud) 

Ibn Qayyim said in al Igasat ul Lahfan: 

"The arabic word 'Bid comes from muawada and itiyad; these two words are 
meaning returning and making a custom/habit. When the word 'Bid is used 
for a place, than it is referring to a place on which people are gathering with 
big and serious interest, are waiting there and worship there an one or 
another way or are having fun there or are gathering there for other reasons. 
Thus Masjid al-Haram, Mina, Mudhdalifa, Mashar'i Haram, Arafah etc. are 
places of 'Bid which Allah gave the Ahlu Tawheed. And this sacred places 
have become the days of ibadaah and festivals ('Bid) for Ahlu Tawheed." 
(Ibn Qayyim al Jawziyya, Igasat ul Lahfan: 1/495) 


The hadith "Bvery people has its festival, and this is our festival" implies 
exclusivity, that every people has its own festival, as Allah says 
(interpretation of the meaning): "For every nation there is a direction to which 
they face (in their prayers) (al-Baqarah 2:148) and 

to each among you. We have prescribed a law and a clear way" (al-Maaidah 
5:48) 

This implies that each nation has its own ways. The laam in li-kulli (for every, 
to each) implies exclusivity. So if the Jews have a festival and the Christians 
have a festival, it is just for them, and we should not have any part in it, just 
as we do not share their qiblah (direction of prayer) or their laws. And if we 
have a festival, it is just for us and we should not let the disbelievers have any 
part in it. 

Sharing the holidays of the Muslim with the mushrikin is a matter which 
must be stayed away from. As the Prophet (saw) stated Yawm al-Duhaa (Bid 
al-Adha) and Yawm al-Fitr (Bid al-Fitr) are the holidays of the Muslims. The 
prayers performed and the celebrations which take place during these special 
days must not be shared with the kuffar and those who side with them. These 
special days and greetings belong only to the Muslim and must only be 
shared between the Muslim. 


Participation at the 
marital ceremonies of kuffar 


Marriage is one of the types of ibaadah. It does not change whether a kafir is 
getting married or a Muslim. These special events are ibaadah and as stated 
before prayers must be separated from the kuffar. (According to some 
scholars marriage is not an ibaadah.) 

A Muslim must not attend a marital ceremony, reception or party type 
gatherings of the kuffar. In such case if a Muslim does share such activities 
with the kuffar hence he will be sharing the ibaadah of the kuffar with the 
kuffar and this will be a double jeopardy on his behalf. 

According to the descriptions we can say, that all the evidences which show, 
that it is forbidden to participate in the festivals of the kuffar are at the same 
time a prohibition for the participation at the marital ceremonies of the 
kuffar. 

However if a muslim wants to use the opportunity of his marital ceremony to 
make dawah and invites mushriks, than this is allowed. But he has to make 
the reason of this invitation very clear and is not allowed to tread his guests a 
single second as muslims. 

Ibn Kathir wrote in al-Bidayah wa'n-Nihaya: 

Acoording to Musa b. Uqba, the Quraish sent Huwaytib b. Abdi'l Uzza to 
RasulAllah (saw) after four days have passed, to remind him that he should 
leave Mecca as they have agreed on. But RasulAllah (saw) told him, that he 
wants to give a walimah to the Quraishites, because he has married 
Maymuna (r.a.) in Mecca. Thereby he intented an approach. But the Quraish 
rejected his offer and said: 'No, no! Leave from here!' So he (saw) left. Ibn 
Ishaq told a similar thing." 

If this tradition is saheeh, RasulAllah (saw) has invited mushriks to his own 
walimah with the intention to close the lines between them. It is not possible 
that RasulAllah would have invited the mushriks and searched for an 
approach other than with making dawah to them. 


And Allah knows best! 


